
Timeline of Events Subject Specific Knowledge

coal A type of black rock that is made of 
carbon and easily burns in fire

colliery A coal mine and the buildings 
associated with it 

miner Someone who works in a mine

pit A large hole in the ground, more 
commonly what miners called a mine

strike Refusing to work as a form of protest 

seam A layer of coal between other types of 
rock

coal face An exposed surface of coal within a 
mine

ventilation Providing fresh air into a space

pit wheel A large wheel that forms part of a 
machine within a mine

furnace
Something that can be heated to very 

high temperatures and used to 
generate heat 

anemometer
An instrument that measures the force 

and direction of wind or currents of 
gas

Key Knowledge

I know what coal is and how it was used 
both in the past and today

I know how mining started a rivalry between 
Sunderland and Newcastle

I can compare different types of mines and 
understand the life of a miner

I know when and why the mines in the North 
East closed

What should I already know?

A mine was an excavation into the ground to 
dig up coal and other minerals

Being a miner was a dangerous job and 
could be fatal 

The rivalry between Sunderland and 
Newcastle is something that still affects 

each city today

How did mining affect the people of Sunderland?
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archaeologists
People who study the past by excavating 

the ground

Neolithic 
A period of time when people got better 

at farming

Mesolithic 
The period of time in the middle of the 

stone age time

Palaeolithic The early stone age time, when people

migration 
When people move to a new place to set 

up home

flint A type of stone that helps light fires

cave
A  natural hollo in a cliff face that 

provides protection for a person to shelter

hunter
A person who hunts for animals and fish 

to eat

gatherer
A person who gathers wild berries and 

fruits to eat

settlement A place where people live and often work 

legacy
Something that comes from the past and 

has impacted modern life

Key Knowledge

I know that numbers decrease in BC (BCE) 
but increase in AD (CE)

I know that people from this time migrated 
at different points of the year to stay safe 

and warm, and farm and hunt

I know that changes in resources influenced 
the change from Stone Age, to Bronze Age to 

Iron Age

I know that Skara Brae and cave paintings 
are examples of Stone Age evidence 

I can use sources to make conclusions about 
which period was the most advanced 

What should I already know?

Millions of years ago, dinosaurs existed on 
Earth but are now extinct

People grow food and crops to eat and 
survive 

The meat we eat comes from animals

Who was the most advanced:
Stone Age or Iron Age?
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artefact
an object made by human beings that 
historians use to learn about the past

ankh
a symbol of life that only gods of pharaohs 

could carry

civilization
the way of life for a particular group of 

people

embalm
preserving a dead body using chemicals, 

salts and oils

excavate
digging in the ground to discover something 

that has been buried for a long time

hieroglyphics
symbols used by Ancient Egyptians as a 

form of writing

mummification a way of preserving a body after death

pharaoh a ruler of Ancient Egypt

pyramid
a huge stone structure used to keep the 

bodies of dead pharaohs

sarcophagus
a decorated stone outer coffin used to place 

a mummy

Rosetta Stone
a broken part of a stone slab that helped 

researchers discover the meaning of 
hieroglyphics

Key Knowledge

I know the Ancient Egyptians were in the 
continent of Africa as early as 5000 years 

ago

I know the role of the River Nile in Egyptian 
life

I know what a pharaoh was and how they 
were important to Egyptian life

I know what mummification was and the 
how it linked to the afterlife

What should I already know?

There are seven continents making up the 
Earth and each has its own History

People in History have had different ideas 
about what happens when they die

People in the past invented things that still 
influence our lives today

People in the past had different ways of 
recording their History

Were the Ancient Egyptians 
influencers of technology? Y3 • Sum • History


