
Subject Specific Knowledge

mine An excavation in the earth to 
extract coal and other minerals

trapper Someone that opens and closes 
doors in a mine to allow fresh air in

chimney 
sweep 

Someone who climbs inside a 
chimney to clean it with a long 

brush

pauper A very poor person

workhouse 
A big building where very poor 

people could stay in exchange for 
working 

factory A building where products are 
made

cane A long, thin stick used as a form of 
punishment 

dunce 
Someone in school that was not 
very clever, often had to wear a 

‘dunce cap’

slate An item used in school for writing

abacus A tool used in Maths at school 

Key Knowledge

I know Queen Victoria ruled in the Victorian 
era

I know some of the jobs that poor children 
could have during this time 

I can talk about the differences between 
poor and wealthy children's lives 

I can compare children today with children 
from the Victorian period 

What should I already know?

Children in the past often led very different 
lives to ours today

People lived and worked differently in the 
past compared to today

Poor and rich people were not treated in the 
same way in the past

Timeline of Events

Did Victorian children lead the same  type of life 
that we do now?
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Timeline of Events Subject Specific Knowledge

significant Someone or something that is important

locality
Where you live, your local area or 

neighbourhood

transport Ways to get from one place to another

railways
The network or trains and tracks that connect 

one place to another

railroad The old name for railways

development
The process of making change or helping 

something to grow

achievement
 Something done successfully with effort, skill, 

or courage

impact
The effect or influence that something has on 

someone or something

national
 A country, especially when thought of as a 

large group of people living in one area

era A specific period of time

Key Knowledge

I know that George Stephenson lived in the 
North East during the Victorian Era

I know George Stephenson's nickname was 
the 'father of the railways'

I know George Stephenson invented the 
Rocket and what impact this had on trains

I know that the way trains are powered and 
their body shape has changed over time 

What should I already know?

Trains are a way to transport people and 
objects from one place to another 

We live in the North East of England 

Queen Victoria was the queen during the 
Victorian Era 

Who was the father of the railways and was 
he all that significant? Y2 • Spr • History



Timeline of Events Subject Specific Knowledge

shipwreck A ship that has broken up or sunk at sea

survivor Someone who is still living after an event that 
killed others

lighthouse A tower that uses a large light to warn or 
guide ships at sea

crew Sailors on board a boat

heroine Someone admired for being very brave

rescue Saving someone who is in danger

Forfarshire The name of the wrecked ship the crew 
needed saving from

memorial An object made in memory of someone 
famous

RNLI
Royal National Lifeboat Institute, who have     

used lifeboats and their crew to rescue people 
at sea for the last 200 years

Key Knowledge

I know who Grace Darling is and where she 
lived

I know what she is remembered for today

I know what the RNLI is and what it does

I can explain how the North East relates to 
these

What should I already know?

We live in the North East of England

Boats are an important mode of transport 
both now and in the past

Travelling by sea can be dangerous, 
especially in bad weather

Being brave means doing something even 
though it could be scary or difficult

Was Grace Darling brave and did people 
like her lead to the launch of the RNLI? Y2 • Sum • History


